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TWIN CITIES MOSQUE

Bombing suspect 
pleads not guilty
IN REGION & STATE, B3

MANKATO — As a 
teacher, a coach and a 
county commissioner, Bill 
Schimmel was a gregari-
ous storyteller who never 
forgot a name.

The longtime Mankato 
educator and Nicollet 

County Board member died 
Saturday at age 91.

“He had a full, very active 
life,” said Naomi Schimmel, 
his wife of nearly 60 years.

Bill Schimmel was an 
educator for 30 years, most 
of them at Mankato High 
School/West High School. 
From 1962 to 1987, he 
taught 12th grade social 
studies during the day and 
adult basic education in the 
evenings.

His funeral is 11 a.m. 

Friday at 
St. Paul’s 
in North 
Mankato.

Jane 
Schostag 
was Schim-
mel’s student 
and later his 
colleague. 
She de-

scribed him as energetic 
and cheerfully loquacious 
and said he helped  
develop her interest in 

political issues.
“He was a quite a skilled 

storyteller who could 
present material in a very 
engaging way,” she said.

Schimmel also was an 
accomplished and pioneer-
ing coach, according to an 
announcement of his 2016 
induction into the Mankato 

High School/West High 
School Hall of Fame.

While Schimmel was the 
boys cross country coach 
from 1963 to 1982, the 
team won 13 section titles 
and four Big 9 titles.

He established the girls 
cross country and girls 
softball programs at West 
High School in the 1970s 
and coached girls softball 
for four years.

By Kristine Goodrich
kgoodrich@mankatofreepress.com

Educator, commissioner made all feel welcome
Schimmel died 
Saturday at 91

IT’S A WRAP
Retirees wrap gifts for recently homeless

Donations accepted until Dec. 28

R
esidents at Oak Terrace 
and other retirement 
communities may not be able 

to volunteer as much as they used 
to, but the holiday season brings 
volunteering opportunities to them.

Oak Terrace is one of three inde-
pendent living communities wrap-
ping gifts this week for Partners for 
Affordable Housing clients who’ve 
newly found housing. Freedom 
Home Care also is partnering with 
the nonprofit and retirement com-
munities to collect toiletries and 
essentials for the families.

The volunteers ensure Christmas 
shopping expenses don’t become 
barriers to remaining in stable hous-
ing, said Gabriell Larson, transition-
al housing advocate at Partners.

“This way instead of spending 
money on gifts they can put it to-
ward rent that keeps them housed, 
which is our goal and mission,” she 
said.

Gifted items include dish sets, 
toys, art kits and stuffed animals. 
Margaret Lewellyn, after finishing 
wrapping with a group of ladies, 
called the opportunity a “privilege.”

“This is one thing we can do,” 
she said. “We can’t do a lot of (vol-
unteering), but we can do this, and 
we’re privileged to do it.”

Jane Petrie used to love volun-
teering at MRCI’s thrift store. She’s 
homebound now, though, meaning 
she can’t do so anymore.

“It’s the only time I can volunteer 
now,” she said of the gift wrapping.

The group Tuesday could be 

considered gift-wrapping experts 
given their years of experience 
doing so for loved ones. But, as 
Pat Coyle and Mary Braam noted, 
nowadays most of them send cards 
with checks or gift certificates to 
their now grown-up relatives.

“We certainly have a lot of experi-
ence,” Coyle said. “And I don’t think 
any of us would have very many 
now to wrap.”

The gift-wrapping partnership 
began in 2014 in recognition of 
retirees in the Mankato area who 
want to remain engaged in their 
communities, said Christine Nessler 
of Freedom Home Care.

“There’s a wealth of people that 
are looking for opportunities to give 
back, but just might not have the 
mobility or accessibility to get out 

and do it,” she said.
The wrapped gifts will be distrib-

uted to clients in Partners’ transi-
tional housing, long-term homeless 
and rapid rehousing programs. Cli-
ents staying in the shelter receive 
gifts through the Holiday Sharing 
Tree effort, as their mobility makes 
it hard to know whether they’ll still 
be in the shelter by the time the 
gifts are distributed.

Primrose Retirement Community 
and New Perspective Senior Living 
joined Oak Terrace in the gift wrap-
ping and toiletry drives. Donors can 
drop off soaps, lotions, toothbrush-
es, deodorant and feminine hygiene 
products at any of the three retire-
ment communities or at Freedom 
Home Care or Partners for Afford-
able Housing through Dec. 28.

By Brian Arola
barola@mankatofreepress.com

Photos by Pat Christman
Jane Petrie (left) and Sylvia Willmott work on wrapping a present for a Partners for Affordable Housing client Tuesday at Oak Terrace 
Senior Living. 

ST. PETER — A St. Peter 
City Council appointment 
Monday went through 
despite objections from the 
choice’s future Ward 1 col-
leagues.

Both Susan Carlin and Ed-
ward Johnson voted against 
appointing former Council 
member Roger Parras to 
the one-year term, citing 
concerns they’ve heard from 
constituents.

The two North Ward rep-
resentatives were overruled 
4-2 on the appointment, but 
discussions before the vote 
highlighted concerns with 
the ultimate choice.

Parras, who served one 
term on the council until 
2017, will fill a one-year 
term opened by Jeff Brand’s 
departure to the state 
Legislature. (Brand, in at-
tendance for his final council 
meeting, couldn’t vote on 
the appointment by law.) 
Voters will then decide who 
serves the full term in fall 
2019, but Carlin maintained 
they already decided they 
didn’t want Parras in the last 
election.

“Voters of St. Peter de-
cided at that time that they 
did not want Mr. Parras to 
be representing St. Peter,” 
she said. “I think that’s an 
important point. I think 
that’s something we need to 
listen to.”

She began her remarks 
by emphasizing her stance 
wasn’t personal and in no 
way a condemnation of 
Parras’ fitness for office. 
She liked working with him 
previously, she said, but 
thought bringing back a 
recent council member who 
was voted out of office could 
be seen as cronyism.

Council member Jerry 
Pfeifer pointed out previous 
vacancies were filled by the 
next highest vote getter in 
the last election. While Par-
ras took fourth on a pick-two 
ballot in 2017, the third-
place candidate didn’t apply 
for the seat. Parras attrib-
uted the disappointing result 
in 2017 to a family health 
emergency that forced him to 
do little to no campaigning.

The difference between 
past appointments and this 
one, Carlin responded, is 
Parras was voted out of the 
position he’ll now resume.

Johnson, citing several 
emails and phone calls he 
received from upset con-
stituents, indicated he had 
similar concerns.

“A lot of them just said it 
wasn’t fair,” he said.

Mayor Chuck Zieman 
recommended Parras among 
10 candidates who applied 
for the seat. The applicants 
included a library director, 
another former council mem-
ber and a union president.

By Brian Arola
barola@mankatofreepress.com

St. Peter 
appointee
ratif ied,
opposed

MANKATO — For the 
second year in a row, ice 
carvers will compete for 
the People’s Choice Award 
this weekend at Kiwanis 
Holiday Lights.

Four teams of ice 
carvers will compete by 
creating the following 

sculptures:
 Tom Schiller, of Hast-

ings: reindeer
 Adam and Ashley 

Scholljegerdes, of Waseca:  
Rudolph and Yetti

 Joe and Chrissy Chris-
tenson, of West St. Paul: 
Santa’s sleigh

 Paul and Deneena 
Hughes, of Eden Prairie: 

holiday gnomes
Sculpting will start at 

4 p.m. Friday in the farm 
area in Sibley Park and 
will be completed Saturday 
evening. During that time, 
spectators will be able to 
text their votes for the $500 
People’s Choice Award.

The creations will then 
be lighted and on display as 

long as weather permits.
Kiwanis Holiday Lights 

is open each night through 
Dec. 31. Hours are 5-9 
p.m. Sunday-Thursday and 
5-10 p.m. Friday-Saturday. 
The event is free and open 
to the public. Additional 
information can be found 
at www.kiwanisholiday-
lights.com.

The Free Press

Holiday Lights to host ice-carving contest 

Tree cutter reaches 
plea agreement
MANKATO — A Beauford 
area farmer has pleaded 
guilty to cutting down a 
dozen trees planted as a 
memorial to veterans along 
Highway 22 last year. But he 
likely won’t have a criminal 
record if he pays restitution.

Steven Peter Trio, 56, 
pleaded guilty to felony dam-
age to public property Mon-
day in Blue Earth County 
District Court. A similar 
gross misdemeanor charge 
was dismissed.

Trio admitted to cutting 
down trees on highway right-
of-way in July 2017 because 
the roots were clogging his 
drainage tiles and killing his 
crops.

Many of the trees were 
planted along the highway 
in the 1950s as a tribute to 
veterans of World War I.

The plea deal calls for Trio 
to receive a stay of adjudica-
tion — meaning the charge 
will be dismissed — if Trio 
pays restitution and com-
pletes probation.

A sentencing hearing is 
scheduled for Feb. 19.

Three injured in 
Highway 13 crash
MONTGOMERY — Three 
Montgomery residents were 
injured in a rear-end crash 
on Highway 13 Tuesday 
morning.

A Chevy Equinox and a 
Kio Rio were both south-
bound south of Montgomery 
just before 8 a.m. The Chevy 
slowed to turn onto County 
Road 140 and was struck 
by the Kia, according to the 
State Patrol.

Two people in the Kia 
and the driver of the Chevy 
all were taken to the New 
Praque hospital with non-
life-threatening injuries, the 
patrol said. Katelyn Margaret 
Grewe, 20, was driving the 
Kia and Amy Nicole Grewe, 
44, was the passenger. Bonita 
Kay Bauer, 58, was in the 
Chevy.

Gustavus admin 
gets VP position
ST. PETER — The new vice 
president of mission, strategy 
and innovation has been 
named at Gustavus Adolphus 
College.

Gustavus officials an-
nounced Kathi Tunheim’s 
new role Tuesday. She will 
lead the college’s human re-
sources department, oversee 
the college’s efforts to follow 
its strategic plan and build 
partnerships with outside 
organizations, among other 
work.

Tunheim was hired on to 
Gustavus’ economics and 
management department 
in 2007 and has served as 
a special assistant to the 
president since 2016. During 
her tenure, Tunheim helped 
develop the Gustavus Women 
in Leadership group, founded 
the Gustie Entrepreneur Cup 
and helped expand the col-
lege’s mentoring program.
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Snowmobiler 
convicted in crash
CENTER CITY — A Min-
nesota jury has convicted a 
snowmobiler who struck and 
killed an 8-year-old boy on 
Chisago Lake.

Jurors on Tuesday convict-
ed Eric Coleman, of Chisago 
City, of third-degree murder, 
drunken driving, criminal 
vehicular homicide and crimi-
nal vehicular operation.

Coleman’s attorneys 
conceded he was guilty of 
the other charges, but not 
murder.

The crash last January 
killed second-grader Alan 
Geisenkoetter Jr. and injured 
his father, Alan Geisenkoet-
ter Sr. The family was going 
ice-fishing when the boy was 
struck.

The Associated Press

Please see SCHIMMEL, Page B3

Please see PARRAS, Page B2

BRIEFS

Gifts wrapped by residents at area retirement communities will be distributed to families 
who recently experienced homelessness. The items include games, movies, toys and dish 
sets among other gifts. 
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